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stander] that they were placing some person on the
stake. Immediately on hearing this, he galloped up
to the stake, and cut the ropes with his sword. He
threatened and chastised the magistrate's soldiers, and
said, 'At such a time, when the king is in such a state,
are you going to put a creature of God to death ?' and
he got me released. Upon which, these two brothers
went again to the magistrate, and urged him to put
me to death. As this official had already taken a
"bribe from them, he [readily] acquiesced to do what-
ever they dictated.

" The magistrate said to them, ' Rest satisfied; I
will now confine him in such a way, that he will of
himself, from want of food and drink, die of sheer
exhaustion, and no one will know anything about it/
They re-seized me, and kept me In a corner.. About
a kos without the city was a mountain, in which, in
the time of Solomon, the dlvs had dug a deep and
narrow well; it was called Solomon's prison. Who-
ever fell greatly under the king's wrath, was confined
in that well, where he perished of himself [from hunger
and thirst. To. shorten my story, tlisse two brothers
and the magistrate's soldiers carried me at night, in
silence, to the mountain, and having cast me into
that pit, and thus set their own minds at ease, they
returned. 0 king, this dog went with me, and when
they put me into the well, he remained lying on its
brink. I lay some time senseless in the inside, and
then a little consciousness returned to me; I con-
ceived myself to be dead, and that place my grave
At this time I heard the sounds of two men's voices,
who were saying something to each other; I con-